RELIGION
there are usually two world parents whose relations to each
other are disturbed by their children, the son as a rule becoming
hostile to the father, deposing him from his position of
authority, killing or unmanning him or separating him from
the mother. Of these world parents the father is very frequently
regarded as a personification of the heavens, while the mother
is indentified with the Earth1; Heaven and Earth being some-
times considered as having been separated by their children
from the close embrace in which they had previously been
lying (as in the case of Atlas, who in this way keeps Heaven
apart from Earth—a story which has many parallels, especially
in Polynesian Mythology). In the Greek version Ouranos and
Gaia (of whom the latter seems to have been the mother of
the former, their union being thus incestuous) are separated
by their son Cronos, who, at the instigation of his mother,
deposes and castrates his father and marries his sisters Cybele,
the mother of the gods. In the next generation these barbarous
relations between parents and children are repeated. Cronos,
fearing that he in his turn will become a victim to the same
treatment as that which he himself had accorded to his father,
endeavours to escape the threatened danger by eating his children
as soon as they are born. Zeus however, being saved by a
stratagem of his mother, performs the very act which his father
had sought to prevent, and himself becomes firmly seated on
the throne of Heaven and is married to his sister Hera.
In primitive myths of this kind we see the hostile relations indications of
between successive generations displayed crudely and nakedly,
without any attempt at disguise or concealment. In others,
probably dating from a more cultured epoch, there are signs
of a mental conflict, the hostile actions being no longer per-
formed with the same singleness of purpose and freedom from
inhibition, but being accompanied by indications of a sense of
1 The very general identification of the Earth with the mother has
probably played an important part in the history of human culture
inasmuch as it has afforded a ready means of rendering psychic energy
available for the practice of agriculture; the cultivation of the Earth's surface
being from the psychological point of view a displacement of the original
incestuous desires directed to the mother. On the other hand the very
closeness of the association between mother and Earth has in some places
led to a reluctance to till the soil, such an act being looked upon as
impious (See Frazer, "Adonis, Attis, Osiris," I. 80 ff.).
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